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limit is frequently set (usually 40-55 years). Nonetheless, advances
in transplantology and supportive care in recent years have allowed
for the age limit to be extended. The current limit at our institute
is 65 years (we evaluate not only the so-called calendar age, but also
the “biological” age). Seeing that transplant indications in patients
aged 50-65 remain controversial, we conducted the following anal-
ysis. Patients: 70 pts that underwent HSCT between 2001-2005
were evaluated, median age 57 (50-34) years, 45 men and 25
women. 38 pts underwent MY HSCT and 32 reduced intensity
conditioning (RIC). Bone marrow was used as the graft in 8 cases,
peripheral stem cells in 62. A sibling was the donor in 31 cases (2
another relative), a matched unrelated donor in 22 and a mis-
matched unrelated donor in 15 cases. Diagnosis: AML, CML,
MDS, NHL, CLL, solid tumours, myeloproliferative disease. Re-
sults: Overall 49 pts (70%) survive for 31 (3-54) months. 21 (30%)
pts have died: 15 (21%) from transplant-related mortality (TRM),
4 (6%) from relapse. 21 (66%) of pts undergoing RIC survive, 7
(22%) died of TRM, 2 (6%) died of relapse. 27 (71%) of pts
undergoing MY survive. 8 (21%) died of TRM and 2(5%) died of
relapse. Of the 24 pts aged 55-59 undergoing MY (n  12), 8
(67%) survive and the TRM is 25%, while in the same age under-
going RIC (n  12), 7 (58%) survive and the TRM is 33%. Of the
13 pts aged 60-65 undergoing MY (n  3), all survive, while in the
same age group undergoing RIC (n  10) 5 (50%) survive and the
TRM is 40%. Conclusions: The authors believe that no patient
should be excluded from the allogeneic HSCT program because of
age if he/she meets other criteria, e.g. disease type and stage, no
active infection or organ dysfunction, adequate general state of
health and biological age not exceeding calendar age. These con-
clusions are supported by the results of the analysis presented here,
which showed that even in the category of 60-65 years over 30% of
patients survive long-term. This study was supported with a grant
from Czech Ministry of Health IGA NR/8223-3.
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A STUDY COMPARING VARIABLE NUMBER OF TANDEM REPEAT
(VNTR) LOCI-ANALYSIS AND SHORT TANDEM REPEAT (STR)-BASED
ASSAY IN THE ASSESSMENT OF CHIMAERISM POST ALLOGENEIC STEM
CELL TRANSPLANT AND PREDICTION OF REMISSION/RELAPSE
Koh, M.B.C.1,2, How, G.F.1, Koh, M.1, Tan, W.F.2, Lim, L.C.1,
Koh, L.P.1, Tan, S.Y.1 1. Singapore General Hospital, Singapore,
Singapore; 2. Health Sciences Authority, Singapore, Singapore.
It has been documented that the continuing presence of mixed
chimaerism post allogeneic stem cell transplantation is associated
with a higher incidence of disease relapse. Chimaerism status is
even more crucial in non myeloablative regimens in order to guide
post transplant immunotherapy. Variable number of tandem re-
peats (VNTRs) and short tandem repeats (STRs) are the most
common techniques used in chimaerism analysis. A prospective
study was performed to assess chimaerism in 91 recipient samples
collected over a 7-month period at our institution. Samples were
analysed by both VNTR analysis and a STR-based assay. These
samples were tested in a blinded fashion. The purpose was to
compare sensitivity of the 2 methods and clinical correlation with
transplant outcome. Our current method of chimaerism detection
employs the use of ﬁve highly polymorphic VNTR loci to screen
the pretransplant recipient and donor DNA samples. The most
informative and sensitive locus was used for engraftment monitor-
ing. In sex-mismatched BMTs with a female graft donor, ampliﬁ-
cation of the Y-chromosome allele at DYZ1 locus enhanced the
sensitivity of detection to less than 1% of host DNA. Lineage
speciﬁc chimaerism was analysed as single lineage mixed chimae-
rism was seen in some patients, mainly in the non myeloablative
setting. Both VNTR and STR gave concordant results in most
samples (	95%) analysed although the sensitivity of the VNTR
assay was approximately 5% while the STR was 10%. There were
2 recipients where VNTR was able to detect the presence of mixed
chimaerism earlier than STR and this proved to correlate clinically
with disease relapse in the patients later. The presence of full donor
chimaerism correlated well with continuing complete remission
although frank disease relapse did occur even in complete donor
chimaerism detected up to 2 weeks earlier. The presence of mixed
chimaerism has also helped guide administration of donor lympho-
cyte infusions with full chimerism obtained post DLI and continu-
ing remission. This study shows that chimaerism detection by
VNTR or STR is comparable and when loci are well selected,
VNTR can prove to be even more sensitive. More importantly,
this method is more cost-effective and equally effective compared
to STR to warrant its use in routine clinical settings. Although not
fully predictive of relapse in all situations, good correlation with
clinical remission/relapse was seen in this cohort of patients.
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STABLE DONOR ENGRAFTMENT FOLLOWING REDUCED INTENSITY
HEMATOPOIETIC CELL TRANSPLANTATION FOR SICKLE CELL DISEASE
Krishnamurti, L.1, Wu, C.J.2, Baker, S.3, Wagner, J.3 1. Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA; 2. Dana Farber Cancer Institute,
Boston, MA; 3. University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN.
Objective: Hematopoietic cell transplantation (HCT) from sib-
ling donors has been demonstrated to cure hemoglobinopathies
such as sickle cell disease (SCD) and thalassemia. Concerns about
high regimen related toxicity (RRT) have prevented the use of
HCT in older patients, those with advanced organ damage or those
without a HLA matched related donor. Also, potential for late
sequelae such as chronic graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) and
infertility have limited the acceptance of this treatment even by
eligible patients. HCT following a reduced intensity conditioning
(RIC) regimen has the potential for reducing toxicity and poten-
tially making this curative therapy more acceptable and applicable
to this group of patients. Method: We initiated a pilot study to
evaluate the safety and efﬁcacy of HCT following a RIC regimen
for patients with high risk hemoglobinopathies. We report stable
long term engraftment with amelioration of clinical phenotype in
the ﬁrst ﬁve patients with SCD receiving unmodiﬁed bone marrow
from a matched sibling donor, on this study. The conditioning
regimen consisted of busulfan 2 mg/kg orally q12 hr  2 days (0.8
mg/kg IV q 6 hr  2 days for patient #3), ﬂudarabine 35 mg/m2/
dose IV daily  5 days, antithymocyte globulin 30 mg/kg/dose IV
daily  5 days and total lymphoid irradiation administered as a
single fraction of 500 cGy with shielding of the liver, lungs, heart,
and gonads. Prophylaxis for GVHD consisted of cyclosporine A
and mycophenolate mofetil. Results: Clinical characteristics and
outcomes of subjects are summarized in Table 1. The preparative
regimen was well tolerated with no serious infections or mucositis
in any patient. All patients are free of sickle cell disease and have
normal hemoglobin levels. No patient has had recurrence of pre-
vious sickle cell related symptoms. Lineage-speciﬁc chimerism
analysis (patients #3, 4, 5) revealed predominance of donor eryth-
ropoiesis even in the setting of residual recipient cellular engraft-
ment. These ﬁndings indicate that HCT for sickle cell disease
following a RIC regimen is well tolerated and can lead to stable
long term engraftment (Table 1).
Table 1. Clinical Characteristics and Outcomes of Patients with
Sickle Cell Disease Undergoing BMT
PIN; Age (y)
Indications for BMT
Follow-
up (d)
Organ
Toxicity
ANC
<500
(d) GVHD
Engraftment Status
% Donor (Mononuclear
Cells/CD3/Erythroid)
D  100 D  180 D  360
1. 8 yrs. stroke,
allosensitization
2200 None 7 None 89 100 100
2. 8 yrs. repeated
ACS
1800 None 8 Grade
II Skin
75 81 81
3. 6 yrs. repeated
ACS, silent
infarct
800 None 9 None 75/30/100 85/35/100 81/45/100
4. 8 years repeated
ACS
350 None 14 None 79/30/100 71/58/100 —
5. 18 yrs stroke,
allosensitization,
345 Mild 13 None 100/100/100 100/100/100 —
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